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Mr LAWLOR (Southport—ALP) (7.55 pm): This bill certainly builds on the advances made in the

Legal Profession Act 2003 which, in itself, was replaced by the Legal Profession Act 2004. The 2004
reforms followed those introduced by the government in the Legal Profession Act 2003 in the areas of
admission, national practice, conduct rules, complaints and discipline, financial arrangements and
incorporated legal practices. The reforms before the House today implement the final tranche of the
national legal profession reforms. 

The benefits of adopting nationally developed and nationally agreed reforms are immense. Those
benefits are easily summarised as being nationally consistent standards for admission to the legal
profession; a recognition of interstate practising certificates; the strengthening of complaints and
disciplinary processes for lawyers, including local enforcement of interstate disciplinary action; nationally
consistent trust account requirements; nationally consistent costs disclosure requirements; nationally
consistent criteria for the assessment of costs; nationally agreed interjurisdictional fidelity fund
arrangements; and new business structure options for legal practices, namely incorporated legal practices
and multidisciplinary practices—and that is consistent with other professions, too, such as accountancy
practices. Major accountancy firms have legal sections. These business structure options for legal
practices are just keeping them up to speed with those other professions. Another benefit is nationally
agreed regulatory arrangements for foreign lawyers. The implementation of these reforms in every state
and territory will ensure that the Australian legal profession is truly a national legal profession. 

If this is what can be achieved between Labor state and territory governments and the coalition
federal government, imagine what progress could be made with a federal Labor government working with
the states and territories. The coalition in Canberra hopes that its mantra of coast to coast Labor
governments—if, as we hope, Kevin Rudd becomes Prime Minister by the end of this year—will persuade
voters to vote for the coalition at the next federal election. 

I believe that the coalition is misreading the mood of the Australian people. Certainly, I believe the
Prime Minister is misreading the electorate. His appearance last week on the 7.30 Report on the ABC
confirmed just how out of touch he is. The presenter, Kerry O’Brien, asked the Prime Minister why his
government is travelling so badly in the opinion polls. The Primer Minister’s reply was—
Well ultimately, we’ll all find out whether it’s not all been a, you know, an interesting exercise by the Australian public with its innate
sense of humour, and we’ll find that out on election day won’t we? 

I hope the joke is on the Prime Minister. I hope the Australian people have a sense of humour and humour
most of Australia by throwing out the government.

These national legal profession reforms are good reforms. They are good for Australia, good for
consumers and good for the providers of legal services. They have been achieved with bipartisan support.
The challenge in all areas of public policy is to implement reforms that will have a positive impact, which
these legal profession reforms will have. 

Will a re-elected Howard government want to make a positive impact in other areas of public
policy—areas such as climate change, industrial relations and productivity? I think the answer is clearly no.
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On a broad range of issues the states and the territories have demonstrated clearly their preparedness to
work cooperatively with Canberra on reforms needed by Australia. 

This bill will give legal practitioners until 1 January 2008 to comply with the new professional cost
requirements, as has been mentioned by the opposition spokesman, and until 31 March 2008 to comply
with the new trust account requirements. The situation relating to legal costs has been a continuing source
of difficulty and aggravation for some time. The difficulties arise not only in relation to solicitor/client, party
and party costs, but also, amazingly, for instance, between taxing officers and judges. 

Several of my friends are legal cost assessors and I have been informed of a case that has,
fortunately, resulted in a recent resignation. The particular court officer to whom I am referring caused a
hell of a lot of legal work himself because some of the decisions that he as a taxing officer had made were
so outrageous that they led to appeals. People do not appeal the decision of a taxing officer if the case
involves a couple of thousand dollars. However, if you are talking about hundreds of thousands of dollars,
in some cases, they have no option but to appeal what may be an unreasonable decision. Unfortunately
for the legal profession generally, this particular person would not take any advice from the judgements of
Supreme Court judges and other judges. I think he felt that he knew more than the judges and that he was
a law unto himself. I understand that he has recently resigned. These reforms, together with the recent
resignation of that officer, will alleviate many of the problems that we have had in the area of costs. 

The new cost provisions will include the following important elements: cooperative
arrangements among jurisdictions about how interjurisdictional issues are to operate; a cost disclosure
regime that will benefit consumers of legal services; a provision for the setting aside of unfair cost
agreements; exceptions for sophisticated clients, for instance, public companies; a requirement for
disclosure updates; procedures whereby costs may be recovered; the regulation of uplift fees; the
prohibition of contingency fees; refined billing practices, including requests for itemised bills and interim
bills; a cost assessment process pursuant to the court rules; and transitional arrangements to allow the
current regime to continue until 1 January 2008. All in all, this will make for a very much improved regime in
relation to costs. I commend the bill to the House. 
File name: lawl2007_05_22_86.fm Page : 2 of 2


	Legal Profession Bill
	Mr LAWLOR (Southport-ALP) (7.55 pm): This bill certainly builds on the advances made in the Legal Profession Act 2003 which, in ...
	The benefits of adopting nationally developed and nationally agreed reforms are immense. Those benefits are easily summarised as...
	If this is what can be achieved between Labor state and territory governments and the coalition federal government, imagine what...
	I believe that the coalition is misreading the mood of the Australian people. Certainly, I believe the Prime Minister is misread...
	Well ultimately, we’ll all find out whether it’s not all been a, you know, an interesting exercise by the Australian public with its innate sense of humour, and we’ll find that out on election day won’t we?

	These national legal profession reforms are good reforms. They are good for Australia, good for consumers and good for the provi...
	Will a re-elected Howard government want to make a positive impact in other areas of public policy-areas such as climate change,...
	This bill will give legal practitioners until 1 January 2008 to comply with the new professional cost requirements, as has been ...
	Several of my friends are legal cost assessors and I have been informed of a case that has, fortunately, resulted in a recent re...
	The new cost provisions will include the following important elements: cooperative arrangements among jurisdictions about how in...



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


